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Special events affecting Latin America Fall 2018 Latin America News and event watch
Climate disasters & Hurricane watch (Puerto Rico): Hurricane Florence may hit the U.S. near NC/SC
border Thursday or Friday September 12th 2018. See #florence & NPR Why were there so many Hurricanes
in 2017? Recall that on September 20th 2017 Hurricane Maria hit Puerto Rico plunging 3.4 million residents
into darkness, estimates put fatalities at over 1000 people died, the last to have their power restored. Many
thousands flew to the United States, mainly to Florida but also to New York and Houston. For better or worse,
Puerto Rico had already entered a severe Debt crisis. Puerto Rico is both the most successful Latin American
economy and the most like Greece: it is part of the United States but has its own currency. That said there
Latin American countries use the dollar (Ecuador, Panama and El Salvador) and they have avoided a debt
crisis like the one Puerto Rico is experiencing). What went wrong in Puerto Rico (before the Hurricanes) and
what can be done to restore the Island to economic normalcy (now that the power is back on almost
everywhere).
Brazil’s election October 7th A shocking violent turn of events in Brazil 2014 this class (ECON 3235)
supported green party candidate Marina Silvia in 2014 (ahead of Dilma). Should we support her again in
2018? Hints: social mobility, carbon credits, Chico Mendez

And some Brazilians dispute the very idea of relying on corporations to save the forests.

Transcript from PBS Frontline The Carbon Hunters: (2010) Marina Silva is a Presidential Candidate
(Sustainability Party) and a former senator from Northern Brazil. She started school when she was 11 and
living the poorest reaches of the Amzon. “She grew up in the Amazon and is celebrated for slowing Brazil's
rates of deforestation. She says that America needs to reduce its own emissions first, before Brazilian forests
are put on the table. "Otherwise, we are going to transfer the problem one more time to the developing
countries," she says. "And the developed countries are going to continue their same practices." The problem is
not going to stop. " But carbon credits remain the key ingredient in the American strategy. At Copenhagen, the
US government pledged $1 billion to help bring the world's trees into the carbon market. And, anticipating a
new energy bill in Congress, multinationals continue to buy forests to offset their emissions. "You always hear
this classic win-win line, and I've never really bought much in the win-win - you win, I win, how can that be?"
AEP CEO Morris says. "But at the end of the day, if you think about biodiversity and you think about the
capacity of forests to do the things that they do and you know that they are a very effective carbon sink, it just
makes sense. and remaining forests of the world and the deforestation effort, we think, makes a lot of sense. "
"We cannot treat this problem like it's a business, a commercial relationship between countries," says Silva. "To
talk about dealing with this issue just from the perspective of carbon credits is to skirt the responsibility we
have to deal with the dangers our planet is facing."
Political Economy of Populism: Dani Rodrik 2018 NYTimes OpEd What does True Populism look like? The
New Deal
Corruption: Brazil’s Odebrecht construction group is Latin America’s largest construction company operating
throughout South America. It has been involved in a series of scandals involving bribes paid to public officials
in Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, Peru and Venezuela.

Source and updates see Lustig, Nora Barcelona Presentation 2017
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http://www.inflacionverdadera.com/venezuela/

