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Puerto Rico is important but difficult because of its special status… so topical and important we need a 
presentation from all of us PR   Mainly we need to cooperate and share our work.  For example, I did the 
poverty rate diagram for you guys (and got the data from IPUMS USA) See PR-2 below.  There is also data on 
the Gini over the past 30 years.  We need share this data.  This is the way we replicate what others did using 
povcalnet at the WB. The first step is a bibliography of the references we have far, everyone should send a list 
and sentence or two about the references they have read.  
  
1. JJ will focus on should focus on poverty and inequality trend (this spreadsheet and Figure PR-2 below ).  We 
have a Figure for poverty, we just need data on inequality (Ginis).  JJ can you find date on inequality, it is 
online, just not all in one place.  Make sure the citations and add this SNAP article from calendar and the PR 
web page and see total transfers below 
2. Brianna will focus one trade and debt the growth outlook.  Today on NPR I heard there is 20% tax on all 
goods from PR in the House version of the tax bill. transfers from the Federal government use figures 
from Bustillo and Velloso (2015) study (see Figure 1 below). g business" indicators, etc.  
3. Melky will focus on restoring business conditions and exports, see Table DB-2  Puerto Rico is here... is for 
everyone (Puerto Rico is a DB jurisdiction…)  Table DB-2 is from this spreadsheet containing rankings for all 
189 countries. Venezuela is almost the worst country in the world for doing business (Eritrea is worse at 189th).  
Final exam question: During 2006 to 2011 what was the highest DB rank ever achieved by a LatAm 
“jurisdiction”?  What happened to that jurisdiction after that? During this period, Mexico and Chile were 
competing for highest ranking, when did Mexico overtake competition (what year?)   

 
 

http://www.doingbusiness.org/reports/global-reports/%7E/media/WBG/DoingBusiness/documents/profiles/country/PRI.pdf


 
 

 
  
http://www.doingbusiness.org/rankings?region=latin-america-and-caribbean 
  
Use this CEPAL study it has the transfers from the U.S. and unemployment figure... 
 



 

 

Source: Bustillo and Velloso (2015) 
 

Final exam question: 1) Puerto Rico pays a cost for its fixed exchange rate (using the dollar). What is the 
benefit if receives during crises (see Figure 1 above).  
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These are from Brianna 
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