
Figure 1: World $1/day Poverty Rates 
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Figure 2: Poverty rates  for all developing dountries 
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Figure 3: Poverty rates for developing regions 
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Figure 2C Average annual % fall in $1/day Poverty
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See http://go.worldbank.org/YG28BS8BG0  for more details and the full GMR 2007 Overview and 
Chapter 1. 

http://go.worldbank.org/YG28BS8BG0
http://go.worldbank.org/YG28BS8BG0
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ANNEX TABLE 1A.1  Share of people living on less than $1.08 a day (%) 

Region 1981 1990 1993 1996 1999 2002 2004 Forecast 2015

EAP 57.7 29.8 25.2 16.1 15.5 12.3 9.1 2.4
 China 63.8 33.0 28.4 17.4 17.8 13.8 9.9 2.6
ECA 0.7 0.5 3.6 4.4 3.8 1.3 0.9 0.5
LAC 10.8 10.2 8.4 8.9 9.7 9.1 8.6 6.0
MNA 5.1 2.3 1.9 1.7 2.1 1.7 1.5 0.8
SAR 51.6 43.0 37.1 36.6 35.8 34.7 31.9 18.0
 India 54.3 44.3 42.1 40.6 38.8 37.5 35.8 22.1
SSA 42.3 46.7 45.5 47.7 45.8 42.6 41.1 35.4
Total 40.6 28.7 25.6 22.8 22.3 20.4 18.4 11.8
 Fragile states  49.0     54.2 50.4

ANNEX TABLE 1A.2  Share of people living on less than $2.15 a day (%)

Region 1981 1990 1993 1996 1999 2002 2004 2015

EAP 84.8 69.7 65.0 52.5 49.3 41.7 36.6 15.3
 China 88.1 72.2 68.1 53.3 50.1 40.9 34.9 14.1
ECA 4.6 4.3 16.5 18.0 18.6 12.9 9.8 4.7
LAC 28.4 26.2 24.1 25.2 25.3 24.8 22.2 17.3
MNA 29.2 21.7 21.4 21.4 23.6 21.1 19.7 10.9
SAR 89.1 85.7 82.4 82.4 80.8 80.3 77.7 60.1
 India 89.6 86.4 85.5 84.5 83.2 82.1 81.1 66.8
SSA 74.5 77.1 76.1 76.4 75.8 73.8 72.0 64.7
Total 67.1 60.8 59.4 55.5 54.4 50.8 47.7 34.2
  Fragile states  73.4     75.8 72.7

ANNEX TABLE 1A.3  Number of people living on less than $1.08 a day (millions)

Region 1981 1990 1993 1996 1999 2002 2004 2015

EAP 796 476 420 279 277 227 169 48
 China 634 374 334 211 223 177 128 37
ECA 3 2 17 21 18 6 4 2
LAC 39 45 39 43 49 48 47 38
MNA 9 5 5 4 6 5 4 3
SAR 473 479 440 459 475 485 462 304
 India 382 376 379 385 387 393 386 283
SSA 168 240 252 286 296 296 298 326
Total 1489 1247 1172 1093 1120 1067 986 721
 Fragile states  172     261 306

ANNEX TABLE 1A.4  Number of people living on less than $2.15 a day (millions)

Region 1981 1990 1993 1996 1999 2002 2004 2015

EAP 1170 1113 1083 908 883 766 684 312
 China 876 819 803 650 628 524 452 196
ECA 20 20 78 85 88 61 46 23
LAC 104 115 111 122 128 131 121 109
MNA 51 49 52 55 65 61 59 40
SAR 818 954 976 1035 1073 1124 1124 1015
 India 630 734 769 801 832 861 876 853
SSA 296 396 422 458 491 513 522 597
Total 2457 2647 2722 2664 2727 2655 2556 2095
 Fragile states  257     365 441

Source: World Bank staff estimates.
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This positive assessment overshadows sig-
nifi cant regional differences (see fi gure 1.1). 
Sub-Saharan Africa remains a long way off the 
path that would take it to MDG1, even assum-
ing projected growth rates higher than the his-
toric averages since 1990. Between 1999 and 
2004, the share of people in extreme poverty in 
the region fell to 41 percent, a decline of 4.7 per-
centage points, but higher population growth 
left the same absolute number of poor at nearly 
300 million. The region now accounts for 30 
percent of the world’s extreme poor, compared 
with 19 percent in 1990 and only 11 percent in 
1981. The Europe and Central Asia region has 
lost ground since 1990, and may not meet the 
development goal. The Middle East and North 
Africa region is expected to achieve MDG1, 
albeit narrowly, while the Latin America 

and Caribbean region is likely to come close. 
However, the main drivers of poverty reduc-
tion globally continue to be countries in the 
East Asia and Pacifi c and South Asia regions, 
which—thanks to spectacular rates of growth 
in the last decade—are both set to overshoot 
the poverty target. By 2015, extreme poverty 
rates are projected to be below 3 percent for 
EAP countries, and 18 percent for SA coun-
tries, as compared to MDG1 targets of 15 and 
22 percent respectively.

For a number of countries,3 it is possible 
to go beyond the regional estimates pre-
sented in fi gure 1.1, and use poverty esti-
mates from household surveys to examine 
whether, for a typical country, the upturn in 
growth since the late 1990s led to poverty 
reduction (table 1.1). The countries included 
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FIGURE 1.1    Progress toward the poverty MDG target 1990–2004, and a forecast for 2015

Source: World Bank staff.
Note: The graphs show preliminary data with growth forecasts under review.
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